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HEALTH PRACTITIONER REGULATION NATIONAL LAW (WA) AMENDMENT BILL 2017 
Committee 

Resumed from 28 March. The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Laurie Graham) in the chair; Hon Alanna Clohesy 
(Parliamentary Secretary) in charge of the bill. 
New Part 2A — 
Progress was reported on the following new part 2A moved by Hon Alanna Clohesy (Parliamentary Secretary) — 

Page 55, after line 5 — To insert — 
Part 2A — Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Regulations 2010 amended 

97A. Regulations amended 
This Part amends the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Regulations 2010. 

97B. Regulation 4 amended 
In regulation 4(1) delete “from time to time” and insert: 

on 6 December 2017 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Yesterday in Committee of the Whole House, I undertook to find out some 
information for Hon Nick Goiran about commencement dates. The information provided to me from the Victorian 
government law database is a table of amending instruments, which is what I am quoting from. 
I will table page 19 of the National Law Regulations. 
[See paper 1203.] 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I will go through the four changes. 
Hon Nick Goiran: We need only the last one. 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I said I would give the member the whole lot, sorry. The first date of commencement 
on publication by the Victorian Government Printer was 7 October 2011; the second, 20 June 2013; the third, 
3 June 2015; and the fourth, 12 October 2016. There have been no further amendments to the national regulations 
since then. They were the two issues I was asked to find out about. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: The parliamentary secretary was also going to check whether the minister will amend the 
Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Amendment Bill to ensure new part 2A comes into operation 
on the assent date. 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I can advise the chamber that the minister has accepted that the bill can be 
proclaimed as soon as possible after assent. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: It is certainly the case that it can be proclaimed as soon as possible, but is that the 
government’s intent? What does it mean by as soon as possible? Will it be proclaimed on or before the day after 
assent? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: It cannot be proclaimed as soon as possible after royal assent. I cannot give the 
member a yes on the day after because, as the member will know, it requires an Executive Council meeting. I can 
give indicative dates. That is why I said as soon as possible. I understand there may be, for example, an Exco 
meeting on 24 April, which will then have the proclamation instrument gazetted on 27 April. They are indicative 
dates because I have no control over Executive Council meetings. But that is an example of as soon as possible. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Is it the government’s intention to proclaim this provision on the first available date after 
assent? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: Yes. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: With respect to the issue of the date set out at proposed new section 97B, which is 
6 December 2017, why is the date not 12 October 2016 now that the parliamentary secretary has informed the 
chamber that that is the last date that amendments became effective in Western Australia? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: That was the date the minister agreed to and signed the amendment. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Would there be any implication or consequence if the date read 12 October 2016, instead 
of 6 December 2017? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: There would be no difference. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Will the government then move to amend its proposed amendment to reflect the superior 
date of 12 October 2016? 
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Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: No. We are concerned that if we shift the date in a tight turnaround like we have 
today, there may be unintended consequences. Without time to consider what they may be, we would prefer to 
keep the date the government set, which is the date the minister accepted the amendment, which is a reasonable 
point in time—a reasonable line in the sand. To make sure that there will be no unintended consequences, we 
would like the amendment to stand as is. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: The opposition will support the amendment moved by the parliamentary secretary on the 
basis that government needs more time to do its homework. 
New part put and passed. 
Clauses 98 and 99 put and passed. 
Clause 100: Civil Liability Act 2002 amended — 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: A few days ago, the parliamentary secretary tabled an amended explanatory memorandum. 
The explanatory memorandum at clause 100 now contains a considerably large portion of text. The explanatory 
memorandum that was tabled in the other place comprises a mere two paragraphs of text. Why the difference? 
Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: An amendment was made in the other place that necessitated a more detailed 
explanation at clause 100. 
Clause and passed. 
Clauses 101 to 117 put and passed. 
Title — 

Hon ALANNA CLOHESY: I move — 

Page 1 — To insert after “2010” — 

and the Health Practitioner Regulation National Law (WA) Regulations 2010 

By way of explanation, this amendment in Committee of the Whole to the long title of the bill is necessary to 
ensure that the amendments to the WA regulations are within scope. Without this amendment, any amendments to 
the regulations would be outside the scope of the long title. As mentioned earlier, the amendments will prevent the 
Western Australian regulations from automatically adopting changes that may be in force from time to time 
elsewhere. 

Amendment put and passed. 

Title, as amended, put and passed. 

Report 

Bill reported, with amendments, and, by leave, the report adopted. 

As to Third Reading — Standing Orders Suspension — Motion 

On motion without notice by Hon Alanna Clohesy (Parliamentary Secretary), resolved with an absolute 
majority — 

That so much of standing orders be suspended so as to enable the bill to be read a third time forthwith. 

Third Reading 

Bill read a third time, on motion by Hon Alanna Clohesy (Parliamentary Secretary), and returned to the 
Assembly with amendments. 
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